Neuropathology of heart transplantation.
The neuropathology of 18 cardiac transplant recipients was reviewed with the clinical findings. Pathological changes were noted in the central nervous system (CNS) in 94% of the patients, the most frequent being cerebral vascular in origin (72%). Eight patients (44%) had multiple cerebral infarcts and morphologically, a large number of these antedated the transplantation. In addition 4 patients had acute focal ischemic changes which occurred after transplantation. Intracranial hemorrhage was noted in 5 patients (28%), including one case of fatal intracerebral hemorrhage following an acute hypertensive episode after the transplantation. While systemic infection was common (10 patients), there were only 5 cases of intracranial infection; including 3 cases of cytomegalovirus infection, one of candidiasis and one of aspergillosis. Post-transplant seizures, occurring in a third of the patients, were related to a variety of causative factors such as sepsis, intracranial hemorrhage, cerebral ischemia, metabolic encephalopathy and cyclosporin neurotoxicity. Of note in this series was the absence of CNS lymphoma or other systemic lymphoproliferative disorder.